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Welcome to the fourth Frays 
Academy Trust Newsletter. 
 
Our values are the basis for 
everything that we do in 
Frays to achieve excellence.  
 
Our values are:- 

 Equality 
 Openness 
 Honesty 
 Responsibility and 

Accountability 
 Challenge 
 Partnership and 

Support 
 
You can find more about our 
values by visiting our website 
www.fraysacademytrust.org. 
 

Inside this edition of the 
newsletter: 
 Vision and Governance  – Page 

1 -2 

 Meet our Directors –Page 3 

 Admissions – Page 4 

 The Pond – Page 5 

 Lego ‘WeDo’  
Technology – Page 6 

 Letter of congratulations to St 
Matthews – Page 7 

 Sports Update – Page 8 

 Interested in Teaching in our 
schools? – Page 12 

 Childcare choices – Page 12 

 

Vision and Governance 
 
Our vision for excellence is deep rooted in our values and our vision for our 
schools. We put strong emphasis on the achievement of every individual 
child in our schools and we do our utmost to ensure that their experiences 
in our schools are positive and memorable. As a multi academy, we pride 
ourselves on our strong partnership between our schools, the way in which 
our schools work together to ensure that your children receive the very best 
education. 
 
As well as the number of staff teams that work together to improve our 
schools, we provide opportunities for pupils to learn together and to use 
resources from different schools. Last term, there were two sporting events, 
co-ordinated and ably led by our Director of Sport, Mr McAuley. In January, 
Year 4 pupils across the Trust competed against each other in our Frays 
football tournament and in March, our Year 5 pupils took part in the Trust’s 
Tag Rugby tournament (see separate article). 
 

Frays 24 Challenge 
During March, pupils across the Trust participated in the Frays 24 Challenge, 
an opportunity for Key Stage Two children to take part in a number based 
challenge, testing their speed of mental arithmetic. Children across the key 
stage competed in their own classes and then Year group winners were 
taken to St Matthew’s for the Trust Semi-Finals and Finals. Children 
competed with great enthusiasm and team spirit. All schools were 
represented in at least one of the year group finals, with the overall winners 
being: 
 

Year 3: St Matthew’s – Caleb Jemebere and Rushda Zafar 
Year 4: Laurel Lane  - Danish Calleechurn and Satyam Kumar 

Year 5: St Matthew’s – Elliot Tackley and Arya Prakesh 
Year 6: St Matthew’s – Grace White and Pouya Mohammadi 

 

Congratulations to all that took part. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fraysacademytrust.org/


  

 

MAY 2017 

 
4th EDITION  

 

2 

                                                                                                 

Governance in a Multi-Academy Trust 
 
We put strong emphasis on good governance. As a multi academy trust, a single Board is responsible for a 
number of schools. We have called our multi academy trust ‘Frays Academy Trust’. Our governance consists of 
the ‘Members’ and the ‘Directors’.  
 

Members  
The Members are like the shareholders of a company. They have ultimate control over the academy trust, with 
the ability to appoint some of the Directors. 
 
Members in our multi academy trust are also Directors and form a Board of Directors. 
 

Members in our Trust: 
Chair of the Board of Directors – currently Anne Whitlam 
The Bishop of Willesden – currently The Right Reverend Pete Broadbent 
Chief Executive of the London Diocesan Board for Schools – currently Inigo Woolf 
Nominee from the London Diocesan Board for Schools – currently Revd Richard Young 
 

Directors in our Trust are: 
 Two of the four members shown above – currently Anne Whitlam and Inigo Woolf 

 A member of the clergy in the church of England – currently Father Ken Buckler 

 The Chair of the Federated Governing Body of St Matthew’s and Cowley St Laurence CE Primary Schools – 
currently Verity Williams 

 A nominated Governor - currently Cllr Janet Duncan 

 The chair of the Federated Governing Body of Laurel Lane and St Martin’s CE Primary School – currently 
Becky Hughes 

 The Executive Headteacher/CEO - Chris Cole 
 
This Board is responsible for the main three core governance functions which are: 

   setting the vision and strategic direction of the multi academy trust, 

 holding the Executive Headteacher to account and  

 ensuring all finances are managed well.  
 
As Directors, they must also ensure that they are complying with charity law requirements. Academy trusts are 
charitable companies and the directors and must comply with company law requirements.  
  
The Board of Directors in our multi academy trust delegates many powers to the Local Governing Body. 
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Governance in a Multi-Academy Trust (continued) 

 
Local governors  
The local governing bodies in our multi academy trust are made up of two federated governing bodies. This 
means that one local governing body has responsibility for more than one school. There is a federated 
governing body responsible for St Matthew’s and Cowley St Laurence CE Primary Schools and one responsible 
for St Martin’s CE Primary and Laurel Lane Primary. For more information on the local governing bodies, 
please see the individual school websites. 
 
Would you like to know more about governance in our multi academy trust?  
Please visit our website: www.fraysacademytrust.org 
 
Would you be interested in being a Governor in one our schools? For further information, please send an 
email to office@fraysacademytrust.org 
 

Meet Our Directors 
 
In this newsletter, we focus on two of our Directors: 

 

Anne Whitlam 

 
Having spent my working life in education, as 
a teacher and inspector for many years, I am 
delighted to be Chair of the Board of 
Directors. As a mother and grandmother, I 
have a keen interest in children and what 
they are doing. I am happy to use my skills in 
anyway. I am a Lay Minister for the Church of 
England. 

Inigo Woolf 

 
I joined the Trust as I am the Chief Executive 
of the London Diocesan Board for Schools 
and take an interest in all 156 Church of 
England maintained schools within the 
Diocese of London. I have a background in 
finance and managing resources which gives 
me skills that seem to be much in demand 
these days.  
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Admissions Frays Academy Trust  
 

 
 

After a very busy start to the school year with many new faces joining all of the schools in the Trust,  
we are now working on applications for our Reception and Nursery intakes in September 2017.  
 
We are pleased to have an increase in the number of children applying for Reception and Nursery at 
each of the schools in the Trust.  
 
Offers of Nursery places for September 2017 have been made recently for all of our schools, but there 
are still spaces available across the Trust. If you are interested, please return your application form to 
your chosen school soon, as places will disappear quickly. Please note - Nursery places do not guarantee 
a place in Reception the following year. 
 
The Pond will be at capacity after the Summer Term intake, although there are plenty of spaces for 
September 2017. This is a brilliant resource, offering a Nursery based education primarily to 2 and 3 year 
olds from low-income families. If you would like to know more, or are interested in applying please 
contact the Admissions Office (details below) or visit the Open Day on Friday 16th June, please check 
www.thepondatfrays.com for more information. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Admissions, whether it’s a friend who is moving into the area or you 
are unsure how to complete your online application for Reception, please contact Frays Academy Trust 
Admission Officer on 01895 462352, or email admissions@fraysacademytrust.org and Jo Harris will do 
her best to help. 
 

 
 

                                      
                     

Jo Harris 
Admissions Officer 
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Making leaps for Young Children 
 
Spring has sprung at The Pond and we are taking full advantage of the sun with our open plan facilities.  
A lot of change is happening as we welcome the new faces of both children and staff as our popularity 
and numbers grow. 
 
Our final intake of children started after Easter, making us completely full for the very first time. 
 
We have seen so much growth in our pupils, in both ability and confidence in such a short time and it 
really highlights the immense benefits of an earlier starting date for our children. As a staff we have 
been working on improving our own knowledge on ‘Self-regulation’ and strategies to help our pupils 
develop the skills to become life-long learners. 
 
We have seen real change in the way our children approach tasks and how independent they are 
becoming when completing tasks and making choices. It is a very exciting time! Children at The Pond 
are thriving and will undoubtedly be well prepared for Nursery, Reception and beyond. 
 

Come for a visit! 
Open Day 

Friday 16th June 11am to 2pm 
To find out more call: 01895 462360 

www.thepondatfrays.com 
email:thepond@fraysacademytrust.org 

 

 

http://www.thepondatfrays.com/
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Lego Education 
 

Lego ‘WeDo’ technology introducing our pupils to science and engineering in a fun and 
exciting way! - Our pupils tell us more:- 

 

Laurel Lane Class 5LO’s Lego Experience 

 
5LO have been using the brand new iPads to discover new ways of learning. We have built a robot named Milo! 
Milo is a space rover who helps Scientists to discover plant life on Mars.  
 
5LO have enjoyed using LEGO 2.0 so much, that we did two lessons on it. We upgraded Milo to have a tilt sensor 
and movement sensor so Milo stops when he sees the plant life.  We programmed Milo to stop, move forward, 
backwards and make a noise. We also have learned how to change the speed of how fast Milo moves. 
 
We have been the only class to use the LEGO WeDo 2.0 and you can use them for science and engineering. Our 
favourite thing about LEGO WeDo 2.0 is that we get to build with using toys we love and learn at the same time! 
 
The box includes a motor that powers the project to move, wheels that make it move and a battery pack with 
bluetooth that can connect to the iPad so you can program it. It also shows you how to build accessories for your 
project for instance, when you build Milo with the movement sensor, you build a flower that makes Milo stop.  
 
5LO have enjoyed using the LEGO WeDo 2.0 and hope that others will enjoy it too. 
 

Article by Lacey- Mai, Tygun, Millie and Caydee (ages 9 and 10) 
Laurel Lane          
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St Matthew’s receive a letter of congratulations 
 from the Rt. Hon Nick Gibb MP  

 

You may remember that St Matthew’s Year 6 pupils 
achieved fantastic Key Stage 2 SATs results in July 
2016. We have received this letter of congratulations 
from Rt. Hon Nick Gibb, Minister of State for School 
Standards, as we have been placed in the top 2% of 
schools in England for attainment in Mathematics. 
Thank you to the pupils, parents and staff who all 
played their part in this fantastic result! 
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Sports News 

 
 

Frays Academy Trust Football Team Qualify for the English Football League 
Regional Finals! 

 
Congratulations to the Frays Academy Trust football team in qualifying for the English Football 
League regional finals and representing QPR Football Club. 

 

 
Frays Academy Trust Football Team  
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Sports News 

 
 

Pupils who had performed at a consistently high standard throughout their school league were 
selected from across the Trust to join the Frays Academy Trust football team. A squad of eight 
players represented Frays Academy at the borough finals hosted by OPR Football Club. 
 
Considering the pupils have never played together before, they showed outstanding attitude and 
commitment. The children demonstrated fantastic game management skills and excellent decision 
making in front of the goal. The determination and composure on the ball was good and they 
encouraged others when mistakes were made. 
 
The children prepared professionally with a QPR match kit, but seeing other professional teams at 
the competition, the nerves started to kick in. We lost our first group game 1-0 to Ipswich but gained 
in confidence and the desire to win throughout each match. 
 
Here are the results from the games we played:  
 
Ipswich Town 1 – OPR 0 
Brighton & Hove Albion 0 – QPR 1 
Birmingham City 0 – QPR 1 
QPR 2 – Cardiff 1 
QPR 1 – Wolves 2 
 
We progressed onto the semi-finals due to goal difference. 
 
Semi Final  
OPR 2 – Reading 2 (we progressed to the finals on penalties QPR 3-Reading 2) 
Final 
OPR 1 – Ipswich Town 4 
 
All involved thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Parents who attended were very excited and on 
edge at crucial moments in the game. Parents displayed good attitude and sportsmanship which was 
highlighted by our QPR representative. 
 
Frays Academy Trust and QPR are extremely proud of our pupils. 
 
Well Done! 
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Sports News 

 
 

Year 5 Tag Rugby Intra Trust Competition 

The Frays Academy Trust recently held their Annual Tag Rugby competition between Cowley St 
Laurence, Laurel Lane and St Matthews. All children in Year 5 across the Trust participated in a “Six 
Nations” inspired Tag Rugby Festival. The children had prepared for this event during their PE 
lessons in the spring term, and experienced playing at a competitive level. The event increased the 
children's confidence, improved team skills and gained an understanding of performing in a 
competitive atmosphere.  

Matches were scored on a points system and were totalled together for boys and girls in all group 
matches. Laurel Lane scored an amazing 131 points to win the competition.   
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Sports News 

 

Easter Holiday Multi Sport Fun week 

During the Easter break, Primary Sporting Development (PSD) ran a very successful Easter holiday 
camp with over 40 children participating at St Martins and Cowley St Laurence Primary Schools. 
Children across the Trust had the opportunity to play in a wide range of sporting activities receiving 
prizes and medals throughout the week. Pupils enjoyed the active Easter egg hunt and also met 
PSD Dash the Dragon. 

 

 
 
 
 



  

 

MAY 2017 

 
4th EDITION  

 

12 

Interested in Teaching at one of our schools? 
 

Keep looking at our website www.fraysacademytrust.org as we will be advertising 
exciting opportunities. 
 

 Are you a Graduate interested in training to be a teacher in one of the Frays 
Academy Trust Schools? 

 

 Do you know someone who is? 
 
To find out more about applying you can contact Teaching www.teachinglondon.org 
or telephone 0207 932 1126. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Child Care Choices 
 

Laurel Lane will be offering 30 hour child care places for Nursery children 
from September 2017.  Find out more details about whether you are 

eligible, as well as other government help with child care costs you could 
receive by clicking on the following link. 

https://childcarechoices.gov.uk 

http://www.fraysacademytrust.org/

