
  

 

JULY 2017 

 
5th Edition 

 

1 

 
                                                                                                 Welcome to the Summer 

2017 edition of the Frays 
Academy Trust 

Newsletter. 
 

 
 

Inside this edition of the 
newsletter: 

 Message from the Executive 
Headteacher 

 Frays Academy Trust 
Primary Maths Challenge 
2017 

 The Pond Update 
 Memorable Visits 
 Sports News 
 Admissions 
 Summer Message 

 

For more information about 
Frays Academy Trust please 

visit our website 
www.fraysacademytrust.org 

 

Dates for your diary 
Term Ends: Friday 21st July 

2017 2pm 
Autumn Term Begins: 

Thursday 7th September 2017 

Welcome Message from Mr Chris Cole 
(Executive Headteacher) 

 
As we come to the end of an exciting academic year, we have a number of reasons to 
celebrate in the Trust. Our vision for all our pupils is excellence; we want our pupils to 
have the very best education possible and it has been an absolute delight to see many 
of our plans for our children become successful. 
 
At the beginning of July, our Year 6 pupils received their SATs results. The number of 
pupils across the Trust achieving the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths 
was 69%, higher than the national average. We are extremely proud of the 
achievements of all of our pupils and particularly pupils leaving Year 6. We wish them 
well as they progress onto the next stage of their education and as they open new 
doors and begin a new chapter in their lives. 
 
We have had many other successes. The Key Stage 2 Maths challenge this term was a 
very exciting event and encouraged pupils across three of our schools to demonstrate 
their competitive Maths skills. With the event taking place at Laurel Lane Primary, it 
was great to see the hall filled with parents supporting the children. 
 
There have been a number of Sporting events across the Trust this term including the 
Year 2 Olympics. It was great to see a number of parents supporting this wonderful 
event. 
 
We have had two OfSTED inspections of our schools during this academic year, one at 
Cowley St Laurence Primary and the other at Laurel Lane Primary. Both were judged 
to be ‘Good’ which means that all of the schools that have been inspected by OfSTED 
in the Trust are now good or better.  
 
One of our great successes this year has been the opening of The Pond, our new two-
year old provision. OfSTED inspected this as part of the inspection of Laurel Lane 
Primary and was very commending on the quality of provision. Pupils across the Early 
Years have achieved really well over the year. The number of pupils reaching the 
required standard across all areas of learning was above the national average in each 
school. I hope that this gives confidence to you as parents that your children are 
getting a good education right from the start of their time in our schools. 

 
With the holidays close at hand, I would like to take this opportunity of wishing all 
families in our schools a wonderful summer and look forward to welcoming you back 
in September. 

http://www.fraysacademytrust.org/
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Frays Academy Trust Primary Maths Challenge 2017 
 

    

                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Did you want to 
include this letter – if 
so I am awaiting the 

final version back 
which has Sandra’s 

signature??? 

 

Challenges and 
Conundrums! 

 
On Tuesday 23rd May 2017, teams 
of Year 5 and Year 6 children from 
St Matthew’s, Cowley St Laurence 
and Laurel Lane attended the 
Frays Academy Trust Mathematics 
Challenge 2017. The children were 
chosen after completing a series 
of problem-solving tasks in 
classes. Each team consisted of 16 
pupils (8 from Year 5 and 8 from 
Year 6) who competed in pairs 
against the children from other 
schools. 
 
Challenged by twelve different 
problem-solving activities, the 
children battled their way to 
prove who had the best 
mathematical brains.  
 
The event was well supported by 
over 120 parents and The 
Worshipful the Mayor and 
Consort of Hillingdon, Councillor 
Carol Melvin and Mr Andrew 
Melvin. 
 
The children showed great 
enthusiasm and perseverance as 
they competed for the maximum 
number of points available. 
 

Whilst the children were being challenged, parents too were 
entertained by the chance of solving the same challenges – this 
proved interesting as parent’s debated the answers. The “Parent 
Prize” provided them with motivation to compete and battle 
through the challenges the children were facing. On collecting 
the answers of the parents, it was exciting to see how they 
coped with the challenges and whether the children had better 
mathematical brains than them! The parent with the highest 
score came from Cowley St Laurence, well done to them. 

 

 
            
 

“It was great to 
take part in the 

Maths Challenge 
and represent the 

school. The 
activities were 

challenging and 
made us really 

think and at least 
we could work with 
our partner to try 
to be the best. It 

was great to 
compete against 
Laurel Lane and 

Cowley St Laurence. 
I would recommend 

it to anyone!” 
 

(quote from a St 

Matthew’s pupil) 
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Frays Academy Trust Primary Maths Challenge 2017 (contd) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On adding up the points of all teams, the winning school trophy was presented by The Worshipful 
the Mayor of Hillingdon, Councillor Carol Melvin to the St Matthew’s Team.  
 

Well done everyone – a great result! 
 

 

When all the points were added up, we were extremely pleased to announce The Frays 
Academy Trust Primary Challenge Winners 2017 were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold Medal Winners: Veronica Olechno and 
Mani Avadnam (Year 6 Laurel Lane) 

 
Silver Medal Winners: Arthur Kepke-Wysocki 

and Jack Clark (Year 6 St Matthew’s) 
 

Bronze Medal Winners: Arya Parekh-Ansari 
and Maissa Djouadi (Year 5 St Matthew’s) 
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The Pond 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We have had a wonderful year at The Pond with many successes. We have 
been thrilled to receive extremely positive feedback from both Ofsted and 
our School Improvement Partner who are very pleased with how well the 
children at The Pond are flourishing. 
 
Ofsted stated in their report that ‘the new provision for two-year-old 
children has got off to an excellent start. Leaders have created a very 
vibrant learning environment that engages and excites the children. 
Teachers carefully check on the children’s learning and development. They 
use the information to plan activities that meet every child’s needs. There 
is a strong emphasis on modelling spoken English. As a result, children 
learn a range of social skills and gain new knowledge, understanding and 
skills at a sound rate.’ 
 

It has been fantastic to see The Pond at full capacity with 20 children in 
both our morning and afternoon classes. We have seen so much growth in 
our pupils, in both ability and confidence in such a short time and it really 
highlights the immense benefits of an earlier starting date for our children. 
The work that the staff have been implementing on ‘self-regulation’ and 
strategies really help our pupils develop the skills to become life-long 
learners.  We have seen real change in the way our children approach tasks 
and how independent they are becoming when completing tasks and 
making choices. 
 
Our staff have been extremely responsive to the needs and interests of the 
children which helped to develop an incredibly diverse, nurturing and 
challenging curriculum for all! 
 

Children at The Pond have begun their transition visits to Laurel Lane and St 
Martin’s schools, which are going very well.  The children are thriving and 
will undoubtedly be well prepared for Nursery, Reception and beyond. 
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Our Memorable Expriences….. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 2 – Legoland Here We Come! 
 

Whisked off on a coach, Year 2 was buzzing with 
excitement as they travelled to LEGOLAND this year! 
Amongst their journey, they saw the majestic Windsor 
Castle and animal farms along the way, which made the 
children awestruck. With so much to explore the children 
were on the edge of their seats with anticipation of this 
memorable trip. 
 
As we reached LEGOLAND the children set off bravely to 
try their hand at the Atlantis, Driving school, Duplo 
Valley and much more! Some of the most treasured 
moments as described by the year group were, receiving 
their Driving License and heading down the Heartlake 
City.  
 
Lunch hour brought a fight of good and evil as the 
children watched a Pirate Show. Action packed pirates 
jumped through the air while attempting to fight off the 
evil Lego warriors. The action-packed live stunt show 
featured acrobatics and swashbuckling swordplay – the 
Pirates of Skeleton Bay was an adventure everyone 
enjoyed. 
 
Overall, the children felt the day was something they will 
never forget. Fun filled memories of rides, stunt shows 
and delicious food will be remembered by all. They 
highly recommend that Year 2 children continue to visit 
LEGOLAND. 

The Frays Academy Trust is committed to 
providing excellence for your child. As part 
of this commitment, we strongly believe 
that children’s memorable experiences are 
an important part of their education, a 
part that they will treasure for the rest of 
their lives. 
 

Each year, we are committed to planning for a visit 
which will give your child some special memories at 
no costs to parents. 
 
So here is what we have enjoyed this year ………….. 
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Year 4 Go Camping! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Over a period of 3 days, just before the May half term Year 4 
children across the Trust had the opportunity to camp overnight on 
the Laurel Lane school field. The weather was absolutely perfect, 
and thankfully this year, no rain or thunder storms were in sight. 
 
Although it was only for one night, each school had an action-
packed trip.  Thanks to the scouting talents of Mr Harper and Mr 
Gonzales, the children were able to develop many skills, such as 
team building and problem solving, as well as learning how to put 
up a tent, make a stretcher out of their jumpers and poles, and 
learn first aid skills. 
 
The children were well fed during their camp, the barbeque 
provided a feast of sausages and burgers, and the children enjoyed 
hot toast from the school kitchen and cereals for breakfast.  At 
lunch time, the children made their own sandwiches, another 
really important skills to know – they should all now be able make 
a lovely snack at home! 
 
Before settling down for the night, the children sang heartily 
around the camp fire, led by Mr Harper and the braver children 
amongst the group. The singing was loud, sometimes out of tune, 
but always enthusiastic. Extremely happy and tired children left the 
field at the end of the experience, and I am sure all of them would 
recommend the Camping Trip to the children currently in Year 3. 
 
This memorable experience could not have happened without the 
dedication of those teachers who stayed throughout the day and 
overnight to look after the children. Three cheers for Mr Harper 
and Mr Gonzales who set up the camp, spent all three nights 
camping, ably led the activities and even had to pack up the camp 
at the end of the week.  Their suntans at the end of the week were 
certainly a great advert for healthy outdoor living. 
 
Thankfully this year, the neighbours were minimally disturbed by 
early morning antics, the children were on the whole, quiet, 
respectful and great representatives of their schools. 
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Year 1 – Let’s Go To The Beach  
 

On a very rainy Tuesday in June, Year One loaded onto a 
double decker coach heading to Littlehampton for the day. 

The children anxiously waited for the first sign of the sea and 
could hardly wait to run down the beach. 

 
Thankfully by the time we arrived the rain had stopped 
allowing us to eat our lunch on the beach. The children 

spotted ships in the distance trying to guess what kind they 
were. The consensus was a big fishing boat! 

 
The earlier rain made for wet sand which was great for 

building sandcastles! Equipped with buckets and spades they 
got right to work creating castles with moats and collecting 

large piles of seashells. As the children noticed the tide 
beginning to come in they quickly got ready for swimming. 

The cloudy, slightly rainy day was actually great for our 
classes as it meant an entire beach to themselves! 

 
They had a great time paddling, splashing and jumping over 

waves. The walk back to their towels was quite cold but their 
dry clothes felt great. 

 
We had a coach full of happy, tired Year Ones on the way 

home. We were very proud of the behavior of the children on 
our trip. They were respectful, great role models and had 

such a great experience despite the rainy weather! 
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The Elms London Inter Primary School Football Tournament 
 
  

On Friday 23rd June 2017, 8 girls from 
Laurel Lane Year 5 and Year 6 travelled to 
GOALS in South Ruislip, to compete in the 
Elms London Inter Primary School 
Football Tournament. They represented 
Laurel Lane fantastically and managed to 
bring home the trophy as champions!  
 
In the group stage of the tournament, 
Laurel Lane won five games and drew the 
other one, only letting in one goal in the 
process. After lunch the semi-final 
between Laurel Lane and Field End took 
place, Laurel Lane won 5-0. 
 
Up next was the final against Deanesfield, 
and again the girls put in a great 
performance and won 5-0, before our 
jubilant celebrations ensued.  
 
All members of the team contributed to a 
fantastic result, from Zara in goal, to the 
unbeatable defenders Adia and Mahira, 
our battling midfielders Dani and Demi, 
to the clinical goal scorers Sammi, Melika 
and Tygun. Mr Bovington and Mr Harper 
are so proud of the girls for their 
achievement, as we hope the rest of the 
school community is. CHAMPIONS!!!!!!! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.williambyrdschool.co.uk/sports-news
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The Elms London Inter Primary School Football Tournament 
(contd) 

 
 
Cowley's boys and girls team both participated really well in the Elms Football Tournament in Ruislip. 
 
The girls’ team won four matches, drew one and lost three. The girls worked well in defence, and the 
goal scorers of the day were Miriam, Olivia, and Millie.  
  
The boys’ team also displayed a solid team mentality. Overall they won three matches, drew one 
and lost two. The goal scorers from the boys were Jayden, Cameron, Dejan, Braydon and Javen. 
  
From these results both the boys and the girl’s teams were ranked third in their groups, which 
qualified them for the semi- finals, unfortunately both of our teams lost in the semi-finals. 
 
However, we were delighted with all the children's performances, perseverance and resilience. It 
was a pleasure chaperoning them throughout the day!  
 
Miss. Cotter and Mrs. Best were delighted with their maturity and behaviour on the day. 

 

http://www.williambyrdschool.co.uk/sports-news
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Year 2 Trust Olympic Games 

 
 
 Frays Academy Trust held the annual Year 2 

Olympic Games Festival on Monday 26th June 
2017. This involves schools across the Trust 
participating in and experiencing track and 
field events in athletics. 
 
The event helped to inspire the important 
values of the Olympic Games. The children 
prepared throughout the summer term in their 
PE lessons leading up to the event, which 
encouraged confidence, determination and 
skill development to perform in the activities. 
 

The children demonstrated their ability's in 8 field 
events and 4 track runs. The festival provided 
children the opportunity to compete in a fun and 
enjoyable atmosphere which enhanced their 
performance. The field events included speed 
bounce, target throwing, long jump, beanbag 
shuttle, triple jump, vortex howler and javelin. 
The track activities were 70m sprint, hurdles, 
middle distance running and relay. 
 
All children displayed excellent effort and 
attitude and achieved some outstanding 
individual goals. 
 
Thank you to all the staff who organised the 
children on time and were responsible for track 
and field activities. 

 

http://www.williambyrdschool.co.uk/sports-news
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Admissions Frays Academy Trust – place available for September 
2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pond has been at capacity for the Summer Term intake, but there are still plenty of spaces for 
September 2017. This is a brilliant resource, offering a Nursery based education primarily to 2 and 
3 year olds from low-income families. If you would like to know more, or are interested in applying 
please contact the Admissions Office (details below). 
 
To check if your child may be entitled to join The Pond, please visit 
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/fis and click on the link for free childcare for 2 year olds. 
Alternatively, contact Jo Harris with your National Insurance number and a check will be carried out 
on your behalf. 

Nursery Provision 
There are exciting changes to the Nursery provision on offer across the Trust. St Martin’s and 
Laurel Lane, will be offering 30 hours of Nursery education to a number of children from 
September. The 30 hours will be made up of 4 full days (8:30-3:15) and 1 half day of either 8:30-
11:30 or 12:15am – 3:15pm. 
 
Find out more details about whether you are eligible, as well as other government help with child 
care costs you could receive by clicking on the following link: https://childcarechoices.gov.uk 
If eligible, you will receive a code to be included with your application. Places are limited at each 
school. All schools, except St Matthew’s, have vacancies in Nursery from September. If you are 
interested, please apply as soon as possible. 

Reception 
The number of children joining the Trust in Reception this September has increased since last year. 
The greatest increase is at Laurel Lane which is very encouraging for the future. There are still a few 
places available in Reception at St Martin’s and Laurel Lane, Cowley St Laurence and St Matthew’s 
currently have waiting lists.  
 
If you have any questions regarding Admissions, whether it’s a friend who is moving into the area 
or you are unsure how the admissions process works, please contact Jo Harris, Frays Academy 
Trust Admission Officer on 01895 462352, or email admissions@fraysacademytrust.org  
 

mailto:admissions@fraysacademytrust.org
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Summer Message 

 
 

Thank you all for your continued support to our Frays Academy Trust pupils, staff 
and community. It has been a pleasure to continue to support the children to learn 

and grow. 
 

We would like to congratulate all of our Year 6 pupils and wish them success in the 
next chapter of their lives. We know they will do amazing things! 

 
Our best wishes to the pupils who are moving to new schools in September. 

 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Governors, Board 
members and staff - we thank them for all they have done to support our pupils 

learning and achievements. 
 

We wish each and every one of you a safe and happy summer. 
 

See you in September! 
 

Frays Academy Trust 
 

 
 
 


