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Year 3 

 Autumn – 13 weeks Spring – 11 weeks Summer – 13 weeks 
Book and 
Author 

 
Pugs of the Frozen North by 

Philip Reeve and Sarah 
McIntyre 

 
The Polar Express by Chris Van 

Allsburg 
 

The Iron Man 
by Ted Hughes 

 
Door by JiHyeon Lee 

 
The Invisible by Tom 

Percival 
 

Stig of the Dump 
By Clive King 

 

Text Type Adventure Story Picture Book Science Fiction Classic Wordless Picture Book Modern Picture Book Modern Classic 

Fiction 
writing 
 
 

Diary Entry  (2 weeks) 
 
 
Retelling a day in the race (2 
weeks)  
 
 
Create a new frozen creature (2 
weeks) 

Setting 

description/exploration (2 
weeks) 
 
Narrative different view point: 
Write a story about what 
happens to them when they 
get off the Polar Express (3 
weeks) 

Character description of the 

Iron Man (2 weeks)  
 
Internal monologue of the Iron 
Man falling (2 weeks) 
 
 

Prediction: narrative what’s 

behind the door. (1 week) 
 
Retelling the story using 
picture walk and write 
dialogue for characters 
focusing on plot and feelings. 
(2 week) 
 

Emotional recount focusing 

on Isabel’s lowest point 
using emotive and figurative 
language (1 week) 
 
Narrative from characters 
point of view: The day I 
became invisible (2 weeks) 

Character description of Stig 

(1 week) 
 
Prequel: how Stig got to the 
modern day. (3 weeks) 
 
Writing a goodbye to Stig 
from Barney’s point of view. 
(2 weeks) 

Grammar 
Fiction 
writing 

Diary - Proper nouns, 
conjunctions, past tense 
 
Retell - Proper nouns, past 
tense, time adverbials 
 
New frozen creature - Expanded 
noun phrases, a or an, -ly and –
ful suffixes 

Setting description - Expanded 
noun phrases, suffixes –ous 
and –ful, apostrophes, 
conjunctions 
 
Narrative – past tense, 
pronouns, conjunctions, 
adverbial phrases, a or an 

Character description - 
Adverbs, conjunctions, 
apostrophes for possession 
 
Internal monologue - Adverbs, 
apostrophes for contractions, 
prepositions  

Prediction – conjunctions, 
commas in a list, homophones 
 
Retell - Fronted adverbials, 
inverted commas, adverbs, 
conjunctions 
 

Recount -  present perfect 
tense, homophones, 
adverbs 
 
Narrative – pronouns, 
prefixes (auto, super, anti, 
in, ir), complex sentences, 
homophones 

Character description – 
expanded noun phrases, 
suffixes –ous and –ful, 
apostrophes, conjunctions 
 
Prequel – paragraphs for 
cohesion, inverted commas, 
complex sentences 
 
Goodbye – pronouns, 
inverted commas, complex 
sentences 

Oracy 
Ideas 
Fiction 
writing 

Diary – hot seating as Shen, 
conscience alley if Shen faces a 
dilemma, freeze frames of key 
moments 
 
Retell – Storytelling circles, 
soundscapes of the race to build 
vocab, act out key moments  
 
New frozen creature – Pitch 
their idea to the class for their 
monster, mime how the monster 
moves, carousel activity with 
questions about the monster on 
tables, freeze frame and caption 

Setting description – sensory 
walkthrough, freeze frame 
and thought tracking, describe 
and draw partner work, 
vocabulary rounds 
 
Narrative - role play stepping 
off the train, hot seating 
characters 
 
 

Character description – picture 
reveals with questions, role on 
the wall, freeze frame & 
describe 
 
Internal monologue – thought 
tracking, in-role speaking, 
soundscape of the fall 

Prediction – mime stepping 
through the door, freeze 
frame behind the door, in role 
monologue  
 
Retell – picture walk with 
freeze frames, hot seating 
character, voice in role 
(walking monologue) 

Recount – hot seating 
Isabel, emotion freeze 
frames 
 
Narrative – voice in role, 
diary entry role play 

Character description – role 
on the wall, hot seating Stig 
 
Prequel – oral storyboard, 
freeze frame key events 
 
Goodbye – hot seating 
Barney, memory sharing 
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Non-
fiction 
writing 
 

Persuasive Advert: Designing 
own sled 

(1 week) 
 

Instructions: How to make Polar 
Express Hot Chocolate (1 week)  
 

Recount of the Space Bat 
Angel Dragon’s attack (Iron 
Man) (2 weeks) 

Explanation: cross curricular 
linked to science (plants). (1 
week) 
 

Report: cross curricular linked to history (Ancient Egyptian 
life) (2 weeks) 

Grammar 
Non-
fiction 
writing 
 

New sled - Conjunctions, 
persuasive language, commas 
in a list, a or an 

Instructions - Time adverbials, 
commas in a list, conjunctions 

Recount - Conjunctions, 
prepositions, inverted 
commas, fronted adverbials 

Explanation - Conjunctions, 
prepositions, -tion –ness –less 
suffixes 

Report - Present perfect tense, paragraphs/subheadings for 
cohesion, prefixes (auto, super, anti, in, ir)  

Oracy 
ideas 
Fiction 
writing 

New sled – Dragon’s Den style 
pitching of ideas, Role play of 
customer and designer 

Instructions – making the hot 
chocolate, role play of polar 
express cafe/chef, you do I do 
mime, rehearsal with actions  

Recount – freeze frame of key 
events in attack, hot seat 
characters involved, news 
reporter interviews 

Explanation – acting out the 
plant life cycle, role playing an 
expert scientist, hot seating of 
a seed 

Report – expert talk panels, question and answer sessions, 
fact matching, role play Ancient Egyptian household/market 

 

Poetry Shape Poem linked to key texts (1 week) 
 

Performance Poetry: Action poem - How the Iron Man moves (1 
week)  

Limericks/Kennings (1 week) 

Oracy 
ideas 
Poetry 
writing 
 

Soundscape of the scene, movement through a scene using senses, 
simile workshop, choral performance, experimenting with voice 
when reading aloud 

Movement mapping (chn move like the Iron Man and brainstorm 
vocabulary), soundscaping, Simile shout outs, I hear see feel circles 
where children share as if they are the Iron Man 

Choral reading, imagery sharing circles, reading aloud poetry to 
check if people can guess the theme of the kenning 

 

 


